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THE PRESTON PAPERS. 

Relating to Western Virginia. 



Among the papers removed a year or two ago from the Au- 
ditor 's Office to the State Library was a large bundle containing 
correspondence of William Preston. Dr. Draper with his re- 
markable (but fortunate) power of persuading people and 
families to allow him to have their manuscripts, secured a large 
number of Preston papers, now bound in six volumes in the col- 
lection of the Wisconsin Historical Society. In 1915 the So- 
ciety published a calendar of "The Preston and Virginia 
Papers." This calendar is indispensable for a study of the 
history of the western portion of Virginia. It does not appear 
that any of the ' ' Preston Papers ' ' in the Virginia State library 
are duplicated in the Draper collection. 

It can be truthfully said of Willaim Preston, that, as much 
as any man who ever lived in Virginia, he gave his whole life 
to the service of his country. Not in the sense Of long oc- 
cupancy of profitable or prominent office; but in years of labor 
and responsibility amidst constant dangers and frequent 
discontent. 

John Preston, the father of the subject of these notes came 
from Ireland to Augusta County Virginia about 1740 and 
died in 1747. He was a quiet man, who took no part in public 
affairs and died leaving a small estate. He married Elizabeth, 
sister of Col. James Patton, who up to the time he was killed 
by Indians in 1755 was the formost man of the western section 
of the colony. Besides William Preston, the children of John 
Preston were (1) Letitia bom 1728 and was the mother of 
John Breckenridge, U. S. Senator and Attorney General, and 
James Breckenridge, M. C. (2) Margaret, married Rev. John 
Brown, and was the mother of John Brown, U. S. Senator and 
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James Brown, M. C. and U. S. Minister to France, (3) Ann, 
married Francis Smith, (4) Mary, married John Howard. 
William Preston was born in Newry, Ireland, Nov. 25, 1729. 
During July 14, 1755-June 24, 1756, and June 8, 1757-May 4, 
1759; he was captain of a company of rangers; 
served in the abortive "Sandy Creek Expedition" in 
1757; was constantly in service on the frontiers against the 
Indians. Many of the letters in the Dinwiddie Papers (Virginia 
Historical Society) were addressed to him. In 1761 he was 
one on the first trustees of Staunton and was a member of the 
House of Burgesses from Augusta county at the sessions of 
Nov. 1766, March 1767 and March 1768. About 1761 he re- 
moved to what was later Botetourt County, where he settled 
at "Greenfield. ' ' Writing from there in 1763 he stated that he 
had built a little fort which then contained eighty seven per- 
sons. When Botetourt was formed he was one of its first 
justices and was appointed colonel of militia, coroner and 
eschator, represented the county in the House of Burgesses at 
the sessions of Nov. 1769, May 1770 and July 1771. Fincastle 
County was formed from Botetourt in 1772 and Col. Preston 
became equally prominent there. On Jan. 20, 1775 he was 
chosen a member of the Fincastle Committee of Safety. In 
1776 Col. William Christian, petitioned the Virginia convention 
in behalf of Arthur Campbell, William Preston and himself. 
He stated that in 1774 Preston was County Lieutenant of Fin- 
castle and that from May to October he was chiefly employed 
in the service of the country so as not to be able to pay 
attention to his own affairs. "Altho' his own plantation 
was considered his home he was a considerable time abroad in 
the county on the business of the public; and when at home 
where he was induced to keep his family at a dangerous pass 
for the encouragement of others to make a stand, his house was 
the resort of multitudes. ' ' (Va. Mag. Hist, and Biog., XVIII, 
170.) 

The Revolution brought to him an increase of responsibilities 
and labors. In 1772 he had acquired an estate at Drapers 
Meadows (later in Montgomery County) and named it ' ' Smith- 
field" in honor of his wife. He became county lieutenant 



PRESTON PAPERS 365 

of Montgomery (organized in 1776) and "Smithfield" seems 
to have become an unofficial headquarters for the defence 
of the Southwest. Col. Preston was constantly engaged in 
raising troops, collecting supplies and assisting in supressing 
Tory plots. He wa several times a commissioner to treat 
with the Indians. In 1780 he was engaged with Col. Arthur 
Campbell and Col. William Christian in expeditions against 
the Cherokees and, with them, received the thanks of the legis- 
lature. 

In 1781 he was one of the commanders of the Virginia mil- 
itia sent to the aid of General Green and was in the actions of 
Whitsills Mills and Guilford Court House. He died June, 1783. 
He married Susanna, daughter of Francis Smith, of Hanover 
county and Elizageth Waddy his wife and had issue: 

1. Elizabeth, married William S. Madison; 2. John, member 
of Virginia State Senate, General of Militia, etc., married 
first, Miss Radford, secondly Miss Mays; 3. Francis member of 
Va. Senate, General of Militia, and member of Congress, 
married the only daughter of General William Campbell, of 
Kings Mountain fame (and was the father of William C. 
Preston, of S. C, &c); 4. Sarah, married Col. James McDowell 
of Rockbridge County; 5. William, captain U. S. A., married 
Miss Hancock; 6. Susanna married Nathaniel, Hart of 
Woodford Co., Ky. ; 7. James Patton, M. C. and Governor of 
Virginia, married Miss Taylor of Norfolk (and was father of 
Whi. Ballard Preston, Secretary of the Navy of the United 
States, and Confederate States Senator); 8. Mary, married 
John Lewis, of Sweet Springs; 9. Letitia, married John Floyd, 
Governor of Virginia; 10. Thomas Lewis, married a davghter 
of Edmund Randolph; 11. Margaret, married Col. John Preston. 

For the life of William Preston, see The Preston and Virginia 
Papers (Wisconsin Historical Society); Dunmores War (Wis- 
consin Historical Society); Official Records of Robert Din- 
widdie (Va. Historical Society) ; Waddell's Annals of Augusta 
County; Summers History of Southwest Virginia, and Calendar 
of Virginia State Papers, Vols. 1-3. 
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Lord Dunmore to Col. Charles Lewis (1), July 24, 1774. 

Colo. Charles Lewis 

Sir 

I rec'd your Letter by fav'r of your Brother Colo. Andrew 
Lewis. You justly observe acting on the Defensive is Employ 
ing our men to very little Purpose for which Reason I am De- 
termined to proceed immediately to Ft Dunnmore or the mouth 
of Wheeling with 250 or 350 good men or as many more as can 
be spared in order to compell the Indians to a lasting peace 
after chastizing them for their late murders & outRages. 
I have ordered your Brother to join me at Wheeling or the mouth 
of the great Kanhaway as is most convenient for him with a 
respectable Body of good men as he can raise in any reasonable 
time. I have ordered up Salt, Flour & Ammunition & as I 
shall march immediately on hearing from your Brother & will 
be impatient to See you on the Ohio I desire that you will aq- 
quaint me as near as you can by Express about what time I am 
to Expect you, all our Intentions should be kept as Secret 
as possible as a great deal depends on Secrecy and dispatch. 

I am Sir 

Your most obed. Serv' 
Dunmore 
July 24: 1774 
[Endorsed] Copy of Lord Dunmore 's Letter 

(1) This letter was written at the beginning of Dunmore's War. 
There is a similar letter of the same date from Dunmore to Andrew 
Lewis in the Draper Collection. Col Charles Lewis was the youngest 
son of John Lewis, the first of the Augusta county family. The old 
traditions of the county, says Waddell, bring his fame down to us like 
that of a hero of romance. He was reported to be the most skilful of 
all frontier Indian fighters. He represented Augusta in the House of 
Burgesses at the sessions of March, 1773 and May, 1774. In Dunmores 
War he commanded the Augusta regiment and was killed at the battle 
cf Point Pleasant Oct. 10, 1774. He married Sarah Murray and had issue. 
1. Elizabeth, born 1762 died unmarried; 2. Margaret, born 1765, married 
Major Pryor; 3. John, of Bath Co. born 1766, married Rachel Miller, 
of Augusta and died 1843; 4. Mary, born 1768; 5. Thomas bom 1771; 

6. Col. Andrew, born 1772, died 1833, married in 1802, Margaret Stuart, 

7. Charles, born 1774, died 1803, married in 1799, Jane Dickinson. 
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Consultation of Officers at Fort Lewis. 

At a Council helf August 12 th , 1774 Botetourt. Present 
Colo. And'w Lewis Colo. W'm Fleming Colo Wm. Preston 
& Colo. Wm. Christian 

Being meet to consult what would be necessary to forward 
the present Expedition (2). It appears to them, that from 
the frequent murders committed by the Indians, and their 
daily appearance amongst the Inhabitants, (the people in gen- 
eral are backward in entering themselves Volunteers in the 
intended expedition) apprehensive the Frontiers will want 
protection in their absence from this reason, it is very uncertain 
what men the recruiting officers will be able to raise; It is 
therefore thought absolutely necessary to call assistance 
from the Counties of Bedford & Pitsylvania and that the com- 
manding Officers of Bedford be applyed to for two Companies 
of his Malitia with proper Officers, to march to the Frontiere 
of Bottetourt; and that, the Commanding Officer of Pittsl- 
vania be applyed to for two Companies of his Malitia with 
Officers to march to the Frontier of Fincastle County, that 
both our Frontiers may be covered during the Expedition, 
and our numbers increased. It is likewise thought necessary 
that as a Company of Volunteers for the Expedition is raising 
in Bedford; the Commanding Officer in Pittsylvania may be 
applyed to for a Company from that County for the same Ser- 
vice, or if it should be found after these methods used that our 
numbers are still dificient to carry on the Expedition it is our 
opinion, both from his Honour the Governor's Instructions 
& y e Invasion Law in force that the Malitia may be draughted 
& that they ought accordingly to be draughted. 

And'w Lewis, 

Wm. Preston, 

Will'm Fleming, 
A Copy Wm. Christian. 

(2) The "Expedition", was Dunmore's War" 
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William Preston to the Governor (*). 

[Imperfect] 

those Troops, or rather the Survivors of them incapable of Ser- 
vice the ensueing Campaign. 

Were it even possible that the men could be raised, there is 
another difficulty in marching them, which to me, appear in- 
surmountable, & that is, to supply them with Provisions & 
Necessaries for the Journey. This task Colo. Matthews has 
laid on the Commanding Officers of Botetourt, Rockbridge, 
Washington & Montgomery, who are under the same orders in 
a country already drained of Provisions & Necessaries, and 

(3) This letter doubtless refers to the plans for reinforcing George 
Rogers Clark. The men of the frontiers were good fighters when they 
chose to fight, but. like the Boers, they fought when they chose. Like 
all frontiersmen they were impatient of restraint, and but little amenable 
to discipline. Scattered about in the -mountains and valleys, they were 
little accustomed to the rule of any law but their own desires. They 
hud many excuses as compared with the people of the more settled 
portions. Most of them were poor and had to maintain their families 
by their own labor. Everywhere they were in danger of attack from the 
Indians. These frontersmen fought with much gallantry and efficiency 
at Point Pleasant, Kings Mountain and many other places; but in many 
instances their behavior was not at all creditable . In 1778 a force of 
men was raised in the Clinch and Holston settlements, and marched 
under the commond of Major W. 3. Smith to the assistance of George 
Rogers Clark. When they reached the falls of the Ohio (Louisville) they 
declined to go further and returned home. William Preston, writing to 
the Governor, May 13, 1781, tells of the desertion of nearly all of the 
350 men he had sent to the southward to aid General Greene. He 
also says "It is the general opini on of the officers as well as my own opinion 
that nearly one half of our own (Montgomery County) Militia are disaf- 
fected (Cal. Va. State Papers II, 34 &c) This disaffection through the 
southwest" was not pro-British, but anti-draft and anti-tax. Like their 
descendants who were "Union Men" during the Civil War these people 
were "agin the government',' which was nearest. They disliked con- 
scription and taxes. Most of these malcontents were of the most ignorant 
and illiterate class. Their connection with England was less then that 
of the people in any other section of the colony. Such as they were, 
however, they were good subjects for British propogandists. As will be 
seen in these papers there is a curious resemblance to German work in 
the United States of late. 
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without a Shilling put into the hands of any Person for the 
Purpose. 

After the above detail of Facts, I would humbly beg the 
Interposition of your Excellency and the Hon'ble the Council 
in this important Business, in any manner that may be judged 
most eligible to prevent the evils above enumerated, and many 
others, amongst whom, that of a general Mutiny and defiance 
of the Law is one, which I am really, and not without founda- 
tion, apprehensive of, both in this and one of the neighboring 
Counties. And should this be the case, the Number of Draughts 
and their connexions would be too formidable to quell with the 
remainder of the Militia if they even could be prevailed on to 
engage in the Business, At the same time in justice to the 
Militia of these Counties I must observe that they professed 
the greatest Readiness this Fall to serve in an Expedition to be 
carried immediately into the Indian Country even till Christmas 
or longer, and I firmly believe they would mist cheerfully have 
engaged in the undertaking. 

Should the above application in behalf of the Militia fail 
of the desirable effect, I would then beg your Excellency will 
be pleased to give orders for the appointment of a Commis- 
sary and supplying him with money to furnish Provisions, 
Pack horses, Tents, Blankets, Camp Kittles and other neces- 
saries for these Troops in case any of them can be drawn, or 
forced, into the Service. 

It was with the utmost Diffidence I attempted to make this 
Representation to your Execllency, lest it might be through 
that I had a Design to retard the Expedition. But be assured, 
Sir, that only two or three officers of known candor are Privy 
hereto, that I shall exert myself to the utmost of my Power to 
raise the men, until I am favored with your Excellency's 
answer, to which I shall pay the most implicit obedience, and 
that nothing but the Distresses of the People, and the appre- 
hension of bad consequences could have prevailed on me to give 
your Excellency any trouble on this occasion. 
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I am, with great esteem, your Excellency's most Obedient 
& most h'oble Serv', 

Wm. Preston. 
[Addressed] 
Colo. Preston to the Governor 
25 th Nov. 1778 
[Endorsed] 
Letter to the Gov. 1778 
Letters to and from Colo. Preston. 



Dudley Diggs (4) to Col. Preston. 

W'mrs'burgh March 31" 1779 
Sir 

Your letter of the 11 th instant was this day laid before the 
Council, and they have order 'd a Warrant to issue to Colo. 
Floyd for two thousand two hundred and fifty pounds for your 
use for Bounty for the Continental Recruits. 

You will be pleas 's Sir upon receiving the money, to transmit 
your Bond for the same by the first opportunity to the Board. 
The other matters mentioned in your Letters will be attended 
to hereafter, 
lam 

Sir, your mo Ob* & Hu'ble Ser' 

Dudley Digges Sec'y 
[Addressed] Montgomery — Col. Preston 

[Endorsed] Colo. Digges Lett' to Col. Preston 

£2250 for Recruits 

(4) Dudley Digges, of Williamsburg, member of the Council of State. 
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Walter Crockett (5) to William Preston. 
McGavocks 7 th April 1779 
D'Sir 

We are alarmed with Tories (6) two men on oath have in- 
formed that their Plan is ripe for Execution they are immediate- 
ly to proceed in Parties to Disarm the Friends to the Country, 
some they are to kill & Destroy, & proceed to Destroy the Lead 
Mines they inform us of the names of near twenty, some of which 
are to be Commanders in Executing this Diabolical Plot, 
one on Oath says that a certain Duncan Ogullian said he would 
scalp Preston & McGavock before he joined the Indians and 
with them proceed to kill & Destroy all before them, they prom- 
ised their followers 20s., 6d. Sterling p day & 450 acres of Land 
clear of Quiet Rents for twenty one years. Now Sir, on this 
alarming news, I have with advice ordered about fifty men to 
assist the Sherif in bringing those villians to Justice in hopes it 
may stop them. I thought it my duty to inform you immedi- 

(5) Walter Crockett was a menber of a family which had been among 
the first setters of Southwest Virginia, and which was always active in 
the defence and improvement of that section. Joseph Crockett, who, as 
early as 1750, lived on the head waters of the south fork of Holston, died 
in 1777. His will was proved in Augusta March 17, and his legatees were 
his wife Jean, sons Walter, Joseph, Hugh, Samuel and Robert, and 
daughters Martha, Mary, Agnes and Elizabeth. He had been commis- 
sioned captain of foot in Augusta militia in 1752 and at the time of his 
death lived on the south fork of Roanoke, though still owning the other 
land mentioned, Joseph Crockett, appears to have had brothers in Au- 
gusta so the family was a large one. 

Walter Crockett, son of Joseph, gave many years to public ser- 
vice and the defence of the frontier. In 1769 he was appointed J. P. for 
Augusta, for Botetourt in 1770 and for Fincastle 1773. After William 
Preston's death he was county lieutenant of Montgomery and held the 
same office in Wythe, when that county was formed. There are several 
letters from him in Vol IV Calendar of Virginia State Papers. He was 
especially active in supressing Tories. Certainly of the same family, 
and probably a brother, was Joseph Crockett, Captain 7th Va. April 4, 
1776, of the 5th Va. Sept. 14, 1778, Major 11th Va. May 20, 1779, trans- 
ferred to 5th Va. July 12, 1781, and served to the close of the war. He 
held higher rank in the State troops than shown in the record of Heitman; 
for he received land bounty as lieutenant colonel (serving in that rank 
under George Rogers Clark) and in 1780-81 is referred to in the records 
as Colonel (See this magazine XXI 344.) 
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ately of this, have therefore sent express in the meantime shall 
do everything in my power, you will please to give your advice 
and instructions. 

I am Sir, with great respect 

Your most Obed 4 

Walter Crockett 
N. B. I have also ordered Capt. Mackswell to imbody a 
company in the head of Clintch till further orders. W. C. 

[Addressed] On public Service 
Colo. William Preston 
Montgomery 
by Express 

[Endorsed] Walter Crockett to Colo. Preston 
7 th April 1779 



The Disposition of Captain John Cox taken before Lieut. 
Colo. William Campbell — Saith; 

That about ten days ago a number of arm'd men (to the 
number of twenty five as they informed this Deponent) came 

(6) Early in the summer of 1779 the Tories living near the head of the 
Yadkin River, North Carolina, and on New River and Walkers Creek, 
Montgomery county, Virginia, began to form into a body with the inten- 
tion of destroying the lead mines on New River (now in Wythe county), 
robbing loyal citizens and afterwards joining Cornwallis. Col. Preston 
and the other officers of Montgomery made every effort to quiet the dis- 
affected and protect the citizens; but had to call on the authorities of 
Washington County for aid. Col. William Campbell with 150 mounted 
militia from that county came to the rescue and dividing into small 
parties, together with the loyal militia of Montgomery, after several 
weeks active pursuit dispersed or captured the insurgents. Col. Walter 
Crockett, Capt. Charles Lynch, Capt. Robert Sayers and Capt. Isaac 
Campbell were equally active and successful. After the suppression of 
the outbreak in Virginia Isaac Campbell and Sayers assisted with their 
companies in suppressing a Tory revolt in Surrey and Wilkes counties, 
N. C. A little valley called Black Lick, in the present Wythe county, 
was a shelter from which Tories made raids. They were captured by 
William Campbell's men, and a number were hung on two oaks, long 
afterwards known as the "Tory Trees". The necessary; but rough 
handling of the Tories compelled the legislature in Oct. 1779 to pass a law, 
justifying the acts of Campbell, Crockett and others and indemnifying 
them for any illegal actions. 
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to his house and seized him in the Kings Name — they then took 
from the Dep' five Rifle Guns and one Smooth Gun, and made 
a demand of what money he had in Specie : They then ordered 
him to get them some Provisions, and asked him where his 
Meat was; of which the Dep' gave them some: He was then 
ordered to the Corn Crib, and to get his Stallion to carry the 
Corn they wanted: They then took the Dep' into the Woods 
about eight or ten miles from home, to which place several men 
assembled in the time the Dep* was with them, which was near 
four days — That he was in this time often Solicited by those 
who took him to join their Party, and that if he would not join 
them that he would swear he would not lift arms against them 
or their Party or disclose any of their Secrets which he might 
have discovered: That he was accordingly sworn by William 
Atkins not to lift arms against them, nor discover any of their 
Secrets which he had come to the knowledge of while he was 
with them in Camp — That they then told him to go home until 
farther Trial, he apprehending that he was to be examined by 
an Authority Superior to what those who swore him were 
possesst of — That they kept three of his Rifles & the smooth 
Gun, returning two of the Rifles — That Joseph Caldwell and 
and William Atkins were the principal men of those who took 
the Dep'. That Atkins told him he had a List of Thousands, 
who had joined their party, upon the Western Waters — That 
he went home & in a few days after, Coyle and his Party came 
to the house of the Dep' (he being abroad when they first came) 
but came soon after) that upon seeing them, the Dep' came up 
to them, and was immediately apprehended by Samuel Martin 
alias Samuel Brown: That he took the Dep'" Stallion, Saddle 
and Bridle, a new coat, Breeches, and Sundry other articles of 
value, with his Pocket Book, Papers, and all the money there 
was in the Pocket Book, about one hundred Dollars. At their 
going away said Martin told the Dep' that he would leave him 
upon a Parole of Honor, and if he heard that the Dep' made the 
least murmuring concerning about what was done that the Dep* 
should suffer— That on Tuesday night last, nineteen or twenty 
of Caldwell party commanded by William Ingram came to 
the House of the Dep' — that next day they assembled to the 
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number of one hundred and thirty as the Dep* was informed, 
tho' he did [not] count their number, but thinks there were 
considerably above a hundred — that they dispersed the second 
day [Wednesday] after they began to meet, being much divided 
and irresolute in their councils & determinations; and proposed 
making some effort to compromise the matter which they en- 
deavour to do by a piece of writing, Directed to Colo. Preston; 
which the Dep* thinks is only done with a design to amuse 
those against whom their designs are concerted, and to gain 
time to collect a large number of Men of their Party — Upon 
which the whole dispersed; apparently with a design to return 
home; that the Principal Actors in this conspiracy were Joseph 
Caldwell, William Atkins, John Hudson, Charles Collins, 
but that he understood Marion Doty, who lives in Elk Creek 
was to have the chief command though he did not appear 
at the Dep* House among those who assembled there — That 
frequent Messages were sent from the House of the Deponent, 
by the Insurgents to their Friends and Partizan on Elk Creek, 
requesting them immediately to join the Party; that he under- 
stood they had refused, because the others had risen contrary 
to orders; that the Deponent learned the design of the Insur- 
gents was upon their rising, to seize and secure the Principal 
Officers in the parts or districts in which they should rise (which 
was to be done at a prefixed time, there having risen prematurely 
& without orders) & if they would not take the Oaths which 
the Insurgents would impose, that they would carry them to 
the English Army in Georgia, where they were to be given up 
to the English; and farther saith not. 
Sworn to before me John Cox 

16 th July 1779 

Wm. Campbell — [Endorsed] Peper About Insurgents, 1779] 



Governor Jefferson to William Preston 

Aug. 7 1779. 
You are desired to call together your field officers & in 
conjunction with them to recommend to the Executive a Lieu- 
tenant & an Ensign to take command in one of the batallions 
o be raised for the defence of the Western fromtier under an 
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act of the late assembly intitled "an act for raising a body of 
troops for the defence of the Commonwealth" the men to be 
raised in your County under the same act & the officers to be 
recommended by you, if appointed, are to hold themselves in 
readiness on the shortest warning to proceed to such post 
on the Southwestern frontier, or on such other Western Service 
as shall be ordered by the Executive or the officer who shall 
be appointed to take command of them, be pleased to transmit 
your recommendation to the Executive in Williamsburg by the 
earliest opportunity you can, & also to report to them from 
time to time your progress in raising your men. I am sir: 
Montgomery Your very humble Ser* 

[Address] 8 Sept. came to hand Th. Jefferson 

Col. Preston — [Endorsed] Gov. Jefferson to Col. Preston 



John Hendersons Confession, (8) 1780. 

John Hendersons Confession. Griffey & Pat Rindor came 
to my House ab* March 1779 and Griffey told me we were sold 
to France & the Country was lost, but the chief of the Country 
men for joining the King. I was to take a list of such as would 
join, an acc't was to b e taken, that at a future day a distinc- 

(7) James McGavock J. P. for Botetourt 1770 and Fincastle 1773 
and an active officer against the Indians and Tories, was born in 1728 
in Antrim Ireland, settled in that part of Augusta nowf Rockbridge pre- 
vious to 1757. In 1760 he married Mary, daughter of David Cloyd and 
removed to Fort Chiswell, now in Wythe county. The land purchased 
by him is still owned by his descendants. In 1775 he was a member of 
the Fincastle Committee of Safety. He died March 22, 1812. 

See The McGavock Family (1903) by Rev. Robert Gray. 

(8) This confession probably refers to an attempted Tory uprising 
in the spring and summer of 1780. In the Draper collection are lette 
from Preston March 1780, giving notice of a Tory conspiracy, anothe 
July 5, ordering the disarming of Tories on Walkers and Wolf's Creeks, 
and various other letters on the subject. On Aug. 6, Col. Walter 
Crockett wrote from Fort Chiswell that he was about to march with 
250 men against the Tories on New River and on Aug. 8, Preston wrote 
to the Governor describing the Tory insurection and the capture and 
punishment of the conspirators. 
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tion might be made betwixt Whig & Tory that 60,000 had been 
been engaged in America & he rerurned after staying one night. 
And he swore me to keep Secret. 

I afterwards engaged & swore either on the oaths of Secrecy 
or the Oath of the King a number of Persons. 
The second time he came was spring 1780 perhaps 1" June 
I went down Walker Creek with him to Brittons. His Business 
seemed to be to warn the Kings friends to be ready to assemble 
when called upon & march to join the English. He then came 
from Gen '1 Clinton & informed me he had taken Charles Town 
& would advance into the country. I understood Griffy ex- 
pected a Regim 1 . He expected to wait in the country till a 
Runner would come from the English & then he was to give us 
notice. He said he had his orders from Jo : Robinson. He sa d 
New River in a general way was concerned. He seemed to 
expect that in Aug 1 he would require us to embody & be ready 
That he knew they would loose their estates now, but they 
would be made good again out of the Forfeited Estates. 
[Endorsed] Hendersons Confession 1779 [1780] Insurgents 



Martin Armstrong (9) to — 

Surry County No. Carolina 
April the 10 1780 
Sir 

Tho unacquainted make free to inform you of an insurrec- 
tion which in a short time is to take place on the frontiers 
from Georgia to Virginia Colo. McDowell is my author (to wit) 
that they have Received 20 horse load of Ammunition from the 
Cherokes Nation, and it is to be Reinforced by 1500 of those 

(9) This movement of Tories and Indians was to cooperate with the 
British forces which landed near Charleston, Feb. 11,1780. On April 
14, the Americans were badly defeated at Monks Corners and on May 
12, Charleston surendered; Buford's command was cut to pieces at Wax- 
haw, May 29th. On Aug. 13, the battle of Camden was fought. There 
were dark days for the Americans in the South until at Kings Mountain, 
Oct. 7, 1780, the tide began to turn. 
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blood thirsty savages, the 25 th of April is the time they intend 
to Imbody besides this Intelligence from Cataba Mr. Benja- 
min Johnston of your country informs me much the same 
and exactt corrisponds with the former We are Imbodying 
here but the time of their intended revolt is so near that I am 
afraid our friends near them will be distressed before we have a 
sufficient number to repell them 

pray Sir if possible lend us your assiatance If we can suppress 
them before they can put their Bloody and inhuman bar- 
barities in execution it will be the means of saving the lives 
and property of many worthy citizens — besides it is a duty we 
owe God and our Country in this day of distress one Dolly on 
New River is one of their head men and is latly come from 
Gen'l Clinton The shceme is deeply laid and and nothing 
will do but to repell force with force, and as Providence has been 
ever kind to us in discovering there most Secret Machenations 
So in this which I hope will prove Downfall 

I am Sir 

Yours Etc. 

Martin Armstrong 
A copy of Colo. Martin Armstrongs letter 
Sent to me by Express 

Walter Crockett 

April the 15 th 1780 
N. B. I will send a copy of the same letter to Colo. Arthur 
Campbell as we cannot be too well prepared if in case they do 
put their Scheme in Execution — W. C. 



April the 15 th 1780 
Sir 

In closed I sent you a copy of Colo. Armstronge letter Sent 
to me the contents thereof is very allarming and if you see cause 
you may give orders accordingly and Dictate therefrom as 
suites you — also I have Received a letter from Colo, owen 
desiring me to send men up the River and to disarm Capf 
Osburne's, Cox's and Swifte's Companys but this is so throng a 
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time and the people so Buisey putting in their Crops that it 
will be most impossible to get men to go at present 

I am Sir 
Your most obedient & most H 'ble Serv* 
Walter Crockett 
[Addressed] Colo. William Preston — 

On publick Service 
[Endorsed] Martin Armstrong & Walter Crocketts Letter 
abt. the Tories Apr. 15-1780 



Andrew Pickens (9) to William Preston 

Old Moravian Town, March 10 th 1781. 
Sir 

I inclose you a Letter. I have wrote in General to the 
Inhabitants over the Mountains and hope it will meet your 

(10) The usual accounts of General Pickens state that he was bom 
in Paxton, Bucks Co. Pa. Sept 19, 1739, and with his parents removed 
to the Waxhaw Settlement, S. C. in 1752; but it is much more probable 
that his parents (whose names are not given in accesible notes) lived a 
number of years on Virginia. Like most of the members of the Scotch- 
Irish emigration there was a little group of kinsfolk of the Pickens name, 
which emigrated from Pa. to Va. John Pickens and Eleanor his wife, living 
in Augusta while a part of Orange received a deed in 1740. In 1745 John 
Pickens was appointed one of the first justices of Augusta, and in several 
deeds is styled "gentleman". In 1747, in Augusta, he sued for slander 
a man who said he ran away from Paxton Township for debt. Pickens 
is stated to have been a trader and cattle dealer. By 1754 he had left 
the county. Andrew Pickens was appointed one of the first justices of 
Augusta in 1745 and lived in the county some years longer, William 
Pickens lived in Augusta in 1746, and in 1753 his wife was Ann Scott. 
Gabriel Pickens lived in Augusta 1742-52. Thomas Pickens was a juror 
1767. Benjamin Pickens a tithable 1767. In 1768 Abram Pickens is noticed 
as the husband of Ann, daughter of Aaron Oliver. Israel Pickens owned 
land in Augusta 1749; but in 1751 was one on the Cub Creek Presbyterian 
congegation, then in Lunenburg, later in Charlotte. He was probably 
ancestor of Israel Pickens, governor of Alabama 1821-25, and U. S. 
Senator. The destingushed record of Brigadier General Andrew Pickens 
of South Carolina, the writer of the letter in the text is well known. 
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approbation — General Greene has ordered me to the Southward 
I can I trust be of some use tho I am afraid I shall be too weak — 
It lies in your power to help us greatly by forwarding the 
plan. Your zeal for the cause I am sure will make you do all 
in your power it certainly is your interest 

I am Sir, y° mo. h'ble Serv* 
And'w Pickens 
[Addressed] Colonil Will Preston 
[Endorsed] Gen '11 Picken's Lett' & Plan March 1781 
(To be continued) 



